Holy Trinity Anglican Church
63 William Street, Yarmouth, NS
A community of Faith since 1796

Christmas Eve
9:00 pm December 24th, 2018
Carol Singing followed by Midnight Mass
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Nativity, He Qi

Welcome
Holy Trinity Anglican Church, in the Parish of Yarmouth and Tusket, welcomes all to pray and
worship the Lord our God. Within our walls you will find joy and solace, people from all walks of
life, all gathered to worship and praise God in word and song. In our community you will find
friendship and belonging, fun and laughter, support and care. We are glad you came to be with us
today.

Parish of Yarmouth & Tusket
61 William Street, Yarmouth NS, B5A 1Y4
P. 902-742-5054 F. 902-742-6966
http://www.holytrinityyarmouth.ca/

Lay Ministers Today
9:00 am Holy Communion
Eucharistic Minister: Faye Smith
Server: Kellianne Land
Readers (Lectors): Mary Louise Killam, Charlotte Wood
Prayers: Alec Pitt
Greeter: Dave Warner

9:00 PM MASS
Celebrant & Preacher: The Reverend Tory Byrnes
The hymns are from the blue hymn book Common Praise
Musician: Gregory Watters
Mass setting: Marty Haugen Mass of Creation
Carol Singing (about 30 minutes)
Welcome
Christmas Anthems
Please stand for the procession

Opening Hymn: 118 O Come All Ye Faithful
Greeting
I bring you good news of a great joy which will come to all the people; for to you is born
this day a Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Priest:
People:

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Priest:
People:

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you all
And also with you.

Collect for Purity
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Priest:
People:

Almighty God,
to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we
may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ our
Lord. Amen.

Gloria (ring your bells at the refrain)

Father, Lord of all Creation,
God Almighty, Heav’nly King.
Let forgiveness shine upon us;
Hear in mercy, as we sing.
Refrain:
3.
Jesus, Son of Highest Godhead,
Shed Your Light, receive our prayer.
With God’s Spirit You are reigning,
Yet our human flesh You share.
Refrain:
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2.

Collect
Let us pray in the peace of this Christmas celebration
that our joy in the birth of Christ will last for ever.
Silence is kept.
Eternal God,
who made this most holy night to shine with the brightness
of your one true light: bring us, who have known the
revelation of that light on earth, to see the radiance of
your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ your Son our
Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the
Holy Spirit,one God, now and for ever. Amen.
The Proclamation of the Word
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of deep
darkness on them light has shined. You have multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they
rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke of
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the
day of Midian. For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be
burned as fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests upon his
shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward
and forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
Isaiah 9:2-7
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church. Thanks be to God.
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Psalm
Refrain All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. O sing unto the Lord a new
song: sing unto the Lord all the whole earth. Sing unto the Lord and praise his Name: be telling of his
salvation from day to day. Declare his honour unto the heathen: and his wonders unto all people. For
the Lord is great and cannot worthily be praised: he is more to be feared than all gods. As for all the
gods of the heathen they are but idols; but it is the Lord that made the heavens. Glory and worship are
before him: power and honour are in his sanctuary. Ascribe unto the Lord O ye kindreds of the people:
ascribe unto the Lord worship and power. Ascribe unto the Lord the honour due unto his Name: bring
presents and come into his courts. O worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: let the whole earth
stand in awe of him. Tell it out among the heathen that the Lord is King: and that it is he who hath
made the round world so fast that it cannot be moved, and how that he shall judge the people
righteously. Let the heavens rejoice and let the earth be glad: let the sea make a noise and all that
therein is. Let the field be joyful and all that is in it: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice before

the Lord. For he cometh for he cometh to judge the earth: and with righteousness to judge the world
and the people with his truth.
Psalm 96
A Reading from the Letter of St. Paul to Titus
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us to renounce impiety and
worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly,
while we wait for the blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and Saviour,
Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for
himself a people of his own who are zealous for good deeds.
Titus 2:11-14
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church.

Thanks be to God.

The Lighting of the Christ Candle
Please stand. On this night the white candle is lit to celebrate the birth of the saviour.
Blessed are you, Sovereign Lord, King of peace, to you be praise and glory for ever! The new light
of your incarnate word gives gladness in our sorrow and a presence in our isolation. Fill our lives
with your light, until they overflow with gladness and praise.
Blessed be God forever
Gradual: # 154 Joy to the World vv 1, 2
Please remain standing for the Gospel

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to St. Luke
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ
In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered. This
was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their own
towns to be registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of
David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. He went to
be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were
there, the time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped
him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. In
that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an
angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great
joy for all the people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger." And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favours!"
Luke 2:1-14

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Gradual: # 154 Joy to the World vv 3, 4
We now place Jesus in the crèche
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The Gospel of Christ.

You were born before the hills, O wisdom of the Lord, Gate of Redemption, Blessed be he who
walks in your steps and tunes his heart to the counsels of your voice. Alleluia.
I will sing your praise, O Lord
Sermon
The Nicene Creed
Let us confess our faith, as we say,
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven: (please kneel or bow your head)
by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made
man. (stand)
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father.
With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified.
He has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
The Prayers of the People
In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Father, in this holy night your Son our Saviour was born in human flesh. Renew your Church as the
Body of Christ.
Holy God, hear our prayer.

Page 6

In this holy night there was no room for your Son in the inn. Protect with your love those who have
no home and all who live in poverty.
Holy God, hear our prayer.

In this holy night Mary, in the pain of labour, brought your Son to birth. Hold in your hand all who
are in pain or distress.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
In this holy night your Christ came as a light shining in the darkness. Bring comfort to all who suffer
in the sadness of our world.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
In this holy night the angels sang, ‘Peace to God’s people on earth.’ Strengthen those who work for
peace and justice in all the world.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
In this holy night shepherds in the field heard good tidings of joy. Give us grace to preach the gospel
of Christ’s redemption.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
In this holy night strangers found the Holy Family, and saw the baby lying in the manger. Bless our
homes and all whom we love.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
In this holy night heaven is come down to earth, and earth is raised to heaven.
Hold in your hand Alvin, Terry, Henry, Nelly, Grace, Antaia, Malcom, Richard, Elizabeth, Norman,
and all those who have passed through death in the hope of your coming kingdom.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
In this holy night Christians the world over celebrate Christ’s birth. Open our hearts that he may be
born in us today.
Holy God, hear our prayer.
Father, in this holy night angels and shepherds worshipped at the manger throne. Receive the
worship we offer in fellowship with Mary, Joseph and the saints through him who is your Word
made flesh, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen

Confession and Absolution

Silence is kept.
God our Father,
you sent your Son full of grace and truth:
forgive our failure to receive him.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Jesus our Saviour,
you were born in poverty and laid in a manger:
forgive our greed and rejection of your ways.
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Christ the light of the world has come
to dispel the darkness of our hearts.
In his light let us examine ourselves and confess our sins.

Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy.
Spirit of love,
your servant Mary responded joyfully to your call:
forgive the hardness of our hearts.
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy.
Priest: May the God of all healing and forgiveness
draw you to himself, that you may behold the glory of
his Son, the Word made flesh, and be cleansed from all
your sins, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
The Peace
May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one
things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy and peace. Amen.
We share a sign of Christ’s peace with each other
Offertory Hymn: # 160 As with Gladness Men of Old
Prayer over the Gifts
Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the poor to bring the riches
of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, let them be a blessing for others. With the
trees of the field, with all earth and heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen
Eucharistic Prayer

Page 8

Sursum Corda

All glory and honour be yours always and everywhere, mighty creator, ever-living God. We give you
thanks and praise for your Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, who for love of our fallen race humbled
himself, and on this night was born of the Virgin Mary by the power of your Spirit, and lived as one
of us.
In this mystery of the Word made flesh you have caused his light to shine in our hearts, to give
knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.
In him we see our God made visible and so are caught up in the love of the God we cannot see.
Therefore with all the angels of heaven we lift our voices to proclaim the glory of your name and
sing our joyful hymn of praise:
Sanctus and Benedictus

On the night before he died he had supper with his friends and, taking bread, he praised you. He broke
the bread, gave it to them and said: Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you; do this in
remembrance of me.
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We praise and bless you, loving Father, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; and as we obey his command,
send your Holy Spirit, that broken bread and wine outpoured may be for us the body and blood of your
dear Son.

When supper was ended he took the cup of wine. Again he praised you, gave it to them and said: Drink
this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the
forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.
So, Father, we remember all that Jesus did, in him we plead with confidence his sacrifice made once
for all upon the cross.
Bringing before you the bread of life and cup of salvation, we proclaim his death and resurrection until
he comes in glory.
Christ has died
Christ is risen
Christ will come again.
Lord of all life, help us to work together for that day when your kingdom comes and justice and mercy
will be seen in all the earth.
Look with favour on your people, gather us in your loving arms and bring us with all the saints to feast
at your table in heaven.
Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour and glory are
yours, O loving Father, for ever and ever.
The Great Amen:
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The Lord's Prayer
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
The Breaking of Bread
Priest:
People:

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring us to light and life.

Agnus Dei (Jesus, Lamb of God)

Priest: My brothers and sisters, these are the gifts of God for the people of God.
People: Thanks be to God.
This Christmas Eve we welcome ALL to come forward for Communion or a blessing. (If you do not wish to
receive Communion, please cross your arms over your chest and you will receive a blessing. If you do not wish
to receive from the common cup, you are invited to remain at the rail and acknowledge or touch the cup.)
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The Communion

Hymns during Communion:
Post Communion Hymn:
Tapers will be lit

#122 In the Bleak Midwinter
#126 Away in a Manger

The Great Silence:
When all have received Communion silence is kept.

Sing : #119 Silent Night
Prayer after Communion
Let us Pray.
Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have feasted on your
grace. May your Word take flesh in us, so that we may be your holy people, revealing your glory
made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.
Father of all, we give you thanks and praise, that when we were still far off you met us in your Son
and brought us home. Dying and living, he declared your love, gave us grace, and opened the gate of
glory.
May we who share Christ’s body live his risen life;
we who drink his cup bring life to others;
we whom the Spirit lights give light to the world.
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,
so we and all your children shall be free,
and the whole earth live to praise your name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Blessing:
May the Father, Who has loved the eternal Son From before the foundation of the world, Shed that
love upon you his children.
Amen
May Christ who by his incarnation gathers into one things earthly and heavenly, fill you with joy and
peace.
Amen.
May the Holy Spirit, by whose overshadowing Mary became the God-bearer, give you grace to carry
the good news of Christ.
Amen
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son and Holy Spirit, be with you and remain with
you always.
Amen.
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Sending Hymn: #139 The First Nowell
Dismissal:
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord
In the name of Christ. Amen
Merry Christmas!

Please remain standing for the exit of the liturgical party and sit for the postlude.

Postlude:
Gregory Watters

In Memoriam

This space can be yours for donation of
$25.00 in remembrance of your loved one

Thank you to all who ordered Memorial Ornaments.
Ann Winkles, in memory of Jean, Ken, Elsie, Laurette, Pat
Ivan Dagley, in memory of Alvina Dagley
Paul Mazier, in memory of Elizabeth Mazier
Phyllis Kendell, in memory of Gordon, Eva, Everett, Donna, Ena, Melvin
Joanne Sheppard, in memory of Westley, Mary Ann, Gordon, Effie
Georgina Bent, in memory of George, Frieda, Joan Cecil
Richard Ryder, in memory of Ruth Olden
Sheila Watson, in memory of John A. Watson
Julie Chandler, in memory of Joan Jenkins, Gladys Williams
Roy Bent, in memory of Louise Bent
Grace Marginson, in memory of Robin Marginson, Everett & Christina Kenney
Denise Pothier, in memory of Mac Fuller, Nancy Doucette
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MEMORIAL ORNAMENTS

CHRISTMAS MEMORIAL FLOWERS
The flowers and potted plants throughout the church are given to the Glory of God and in
loving memory of the following family and friends.


Inez and John Derevjanik, Anthony Carpentieri and Maria and Enrico Mangiarotti in
loving memory by Ms. Joanne Derevjanik



Veronica and Reginald Miller, Hubert Blake, Loretta Mitchell, Dean Johnson, Althea
Miller, and Jeanette Thomas in loving memory by Sandra and Charles Blake



Husband – Malcolm H. Bradshaw; In-Laws Canon Alleyne and wife Margaret
Bradshaw Joan Bradshaw, and Randy and Beryl Day, Dorothy and Earl Patte,
Charles Bradshaw, David Bradshaw; parents – Eldon and Helen Ford; brother Henry
Ford, by Shirley Bradshaw



Bob and Barbara Harding, Bob and Doreen Sutherland and brother Earl Sutherland
in loving memory of our parents by Glenn, Cheryl and family



Elizabeth Mazier, Alelia and Henri Mazier; William and Bertha Haley Bill Haley in
loving memory by Paul Mazier



Charles Brittain in loving memory by his wife Gerry and daughter Ellen and
grandchildren Erin and Alex



Michael Clark in loving memory by Makiko Clark



John Critchley in loving memory by his wife Beryl



Capt. Regional Collier and Florence Collier in loving memory by Angela Collier



Albert Richards, Laura Martell-Dyke, Marion & John Martell in loving memory
from Iris Martell-Richards



Paul Stoddard in loving memory by Betty and family



Ardith Patten and Carole Koopmans in loving memory by Roanne Collier & family



Walton and Josina Warner, F. Maxwell and Edith Rowe in loving memory by David
and Chelle Warner



Leonard Robicheau in loving memory by Maude, daughters Michelle and Wendy,
sons in law, and grandchildren
Randall Nickerson in loving memory by Patricia Nickerson
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David Hall in loving memory by Bea, Jim and Sheila

A CHRISTMAS MESSAGE FROM REV. TORY
Love came down at Christmas, Love all lovely, Love Divine,
Love was born at Christmas, Star and Angels gave the sign.
Worship we the Godhead, Love Incarnate, Love Divine

So wrote poet Christina Rossetti in 1885. She captures the essence of the Incarnation. The
divine came to us, to be God-with-us in a real, tangible way. And we celebrate the birth of
the baby Jesus.
Now we can say, “Christmas is here! It’s here!” We say this with with gladness – and
maybe a bit of relief. Or can we? I would challenge you and say that it isn’t really true. At
least, it’s not God’s truth and it‘s not the Christian’s truth. Why? Simply this, Christmas is
not an event. Shopping, decorating, hanging stockings, wonderful Christmas dinners, even
Christmas service, and even the birth of Jesus are events, and they all are important parts of
Christmas, but none of them are Christmas. Christmas is not an event. Christmas is God’s
eternal gift of love; nothing in all creation can destroy it. God’s love is a Way of Love, a
Way of Life.
God chose to come to us as a baby, vulnerable, weak, unable to survive without human care
to give us a choice. God, the vulnerable babe of Christmas is all about God giving us a
choice, for that tiny babe in the manger faced a world full of danger and darkness. God asks
us to accept this weakest of all beings as our saviour, as our redeemer, as our friend, our
hope, peace, joy and love, asking, “Will you accept me”? The choice is ours. We are free to
say no, - or yes. If we choose yes, it is a commitment to follow Jesus throughout life, to live
the way Jesus showed us. It is truly a way of life – active, growing, sharing, giving and
receiving. The early followers of Jesus were called Followers of the Way. It is a Way of
Life, a Way of Love, that we live intentionally, actively. As the old saying goes, “sitting in a
pew no more make you a Christian than sitting in a garage makes you a car.”

May this Christmastide be filled with joy and the Peace of Christ Jesus and the may the
New Year bring you ever closer to Love divine and Love incarnate.
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God chose to come to us, take fully human form, so that we might see that the Way of Love
can be our way of life. We can know the hope and peace of Christ, We may find that deep
ecstatic joy and know the fullness of love that God offers. Will we accept that by
committing to the Way of love. Can you tend to God all the time? Pray daily. Read, study,
and discuss scripture with others. Commit to give your gifts –, be involved.in the life of the
Church, be involved in the life of the world. Let gratitude grow within you. Be the Gospel
that others may see the love of God through you.
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